Can invasive breast carcinoma with close or positive margins be managed without a new surgery?
We present the long-term outcome (FU 127 months) of a prospective study with 248 breast cancer patients with close or positive surgical margin, treated with 50 Gy whole breast irradiation plus high-dose-rate boost, 3 × 4.4 Gy. Actuarial breast failure at 10/15 years was 6.5%/11.6%; with positive margin (120) 6.8%/14.8%, with margin ≤2 mm (76) 9.8%/9.8%, with margin >2 mm <5 mm (52) 2%/2%. In 90 patients aged ≤50 was 11.9%/17.8%, between 51 and 70, 3.8%/8.2%, >70, 0%. Fibrosis appeared in 26.7%. Cosmetic outcome was excellent/good in 85.8%. This approach avoids a second surgery in women >50 with positive surgical margin, or with close margins in all ages.